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True North Hockey Canada (TNHC) 

Playoff Memo ¥ Summer 2008 
  

This m em o is t o clar ify the form at  of the play- offs, including regular season st andings t ie breakers,  play- off form at  
and overt ime  policies. Please read your on- line schedule carefully. Som e divisions can have a game  t hat  is scheduled 
on a night  ot her t han your regular night  of  play!  
 
1 )  TI E BREAKER FOR REGULAR SEA SON STAN DI NGS 
1. Fewest  penalt y mi nutes. The t ied team  that  has the fewest  penalt y m inutes will place higher . 
2. I f penalt y mi nutes are t ied, then use head t o head record. 
3. I f st i ll t ied, then use goal different ial ( i.e. plus/ m inus) . 
4. I f st i ll t ied, coin t oss. 
 
2 )  PLA Y- OFF ELI GI BI L I TY 
I n order t o be eligible to play in t he play- of fs, a player mu st  have played in at  least  five (5)  regular season gam es, at  
least  one of those gam es pr ior  t o July 1 , 2008 and m ust  have signed a waiver that  is current ly  on f ile in the True 
North Hockey Canada office. I f a team suspects that  a player  on t he opposing team is ineligible, t here is procedure 
that  m ust  be followed in order t o protest  the game . I n the case of a protest , t he game  is st ill played to it s conclusion. 
A form al protest  for  an illegal player or anyt hing else related to eligibilit y m ust  be lodged before the st art  of the 3rd 
per iod. First , inform t he referee and t he gam e supervisor t hat  you suspect  t he playerÕs ineligibil it y. Have the alleged 
offending player approach the gam e supervisorÕs box and on t he back of t he game  sheet  have t hem , pr int  their  nam e, 
address, and telephone numb er,  as well as give t heir  signat ure. I f t he allegedly of fending player refuses t o comp ly 
with the request ,  it  w ill be considered an admi ssion of  ineligibilit y and the team will for feit  t he game . A writ t en 
submi ssion plus a $200 protest  fee m ust  be f iled by t he team  representat ive t o the league office wit hin 24 hours of 
the conclusion of t he scheduled game . League of ficials w ill review t he cir cum stances surrounding the protest  and 
contact  team reps wit hin 48 hours.  All decisions are final and are not  subject  t o review/ appeal. The t eam rep can r isk 
suspension or  team expulsion if it  is proven that  he knowingly allowed the ineligible player t o part icipate. 
 
3 )  PLA YER I .D. 
All players m ust  present  valid phot o ident ificat ion when requested by a league off icial pr ior  t o their  playoff gam e. 
Players that  do not  produce valid phot o ident ificat ion upon request  will not  be perm it ted to play in t heir  playoff game . 
 
4 )  PLA YOFF FORMAT 
I n the playoffs,  every game  is played unt il a w inner  is determ ined. 
True Nort h Hockey Canada ut il izes t wo playoff forma t s dependent  on playoff  div ision size. 
A)  For playoff divisions comp r ised of 4 , 5 or 8 teams , a double elimi nat ion t ournam ent  forma t  will be used. 
B)  For playoff divisions comp r ised of 6 team s, a Modif ied Round Robin forma t  will be used.  
At  the conclusion of the m odified round robin t he following t iebreaker  form ula will be used:  
 
2  Tea m  Tie  Br eak er  
Head to Head record against  each other. 
 
3  Tea m  Tie  Br eak er  
Step 1 Ð Determi ning First  Seed 
1)   Fewest  Penalt y Minutes ( Based on playoff game s)  
2)   Best  Plus/ Minus (Goals For less Goals Against  Ð Based on playoff game s)  
3)   Fewest  Penalt y Minutes ( Based on regular season gam es)  
4)   Coin t oss. 
Step 2 Ð Determi ning Second Seed between rema ining two team s 
Head to Head record against  each other 
 
5 )  OVERTI ME FORM AT 
I n all overt ime  game s, t he team s play 4 on 4 plus goalies for a 5 m inute "s udden victory" per iod. Dur ing t his per iod,  
the team s can only change on the fly unless t here is a penalt y , in which case bot h team s can change. The team s can 
also change if a t ime - out  is called. 
 
I f t here is m ore t han one penalt y  to a team , the second and subsequent  penalt ies are delayed and not  st ar ted unt il 
t he fir st  penalt y expires. I f t he player st rength is 5 on 3 going into overt im e, it  will be played this way unt il t he fir st  
whist le after the player st rengt h goes back t o 5 on 4 or even. At  this point , t he player st rength will be changed to 4 
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on 3, or 4 on 4 (depending on the situat ion) . 
 
I f t eam s are st ill t ied at  the end of  the overt im e per iod, a five ma n sim ult aneous shootout  w ill ensue wit h each team 
allowed five shooters, each shot  being t aken by a dif ferent  player .  
 
Any players in t he penalt y box when the 5 m inute overt ime  per iod ends, are not  allowed t o part icipate in t he shoot -
out . 
 
Total goals scored will det ermi ne the winner . I f t he team s are st ill t ied after t he f irst  five shot s, a sudden death 
sim ult aneous shoot -out  will determi ne t he winner . A player can not  shoot  a second t ime  unt il all of  the players on the 
team , except  the goalie, have taken a penalt y shot . Should one team run out  of  shooters, the team can t hen go back 
to the top of the order , in which case the opposing team can also go back t o t he t op of t he order . 
 
6 )  RELI GI OUS H OLI DAY POLI CY 
True Nort h Hockey Canada does not  schedule gam es on stat ut ory holidays as recognized by t he Governme nt  of 
Canada or the Province of Ontar io. Game s t hat  fall on religious holidays that  occur on dates other  than recognized 
statut ory holidays will not  be re- scheduled by  True North Hockey Canada. I t  is up t o t he individuals that  are affected 
by this policy to choose bet ween play ing hockey or observing their  religious pract ices. True North Hockey  Canada can 
not  and will not  reschedule game s for team s or individuals w ishing t o observe their  religious holidays. 
 

PLEA SE N OTE THAT I T I S N OT UNCOMM ON TO H AVE D ELA YS I N TH E START TI M E OF YOUR 
GA M E DURI NG PLA Y- OFFS D UE TO GA M ES GOI N G I N TO OVERTI ME! ! !  

 
* * * PLA Y OFF SCHED ULES A ND RESULTS W I LL BE AVA I LABLE ON TH E LEAGUE W EB SI TE* * *  


